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What do you see when you look at a void deck? For those who have lived in Bukit Ho Swee for
decades, what appears to be a blank space is often layered with memories —this used to be the site
of their old kampong, or the location of their in-laws’ flat that has since been torn down, or a kway
chup stall that is no longer around. What this void deck looks like now—a place where uncles and
aunties chit-chat and rest their feet—is only the latest version of what it will be. Pay attention:those
citrus-coloured triangles painted on the walls, these smooth blue benches that are cool to the touch,
the meandering conversations on hot afternoons. One day, you can tell someone what this space was
like as a void deck, when it no longer looks like this.
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Change is constant—that’s what you learn when old-timers tell you about their neighbourhood.

In partnership with The Salvation Army - Family Support Services at Beo Crescent, we worked with

a group of 19 senior citizens, who learned simple photography and storytelling techniques from
photographer Zinkie Aw. We then asked them to tell us why they chose to photograph certain scenes
and objects in Bukit Ho Swee. “This will be torn down soon” and “I think you won't be able to see
things like this in the future” were constant refrains throughout the sharing session, said about a
whole variety of things ranging from communal incense burners to the spiral staircases of old
shophouses, and even public telephones.

Which of the things that we find mundane today will become objects of fascination in the future?
It's a question that might prompt us to become more alert to the latent loveliness of routine,
ordinary life, so that we become better storytellers for a time when the instinct to share is met with
a thirst to know.

In these photographs you see the generosity of these 19 participants, who let their neighbourhood

i
O 4 “j | ’ become ours too by letting us see it through their eyes. This is the story they are telling: This is how
! d ﬂ’ ¥ A we lived. These were the colours, shapes and textures of our homes. We strolled across surfaces
L A - ] ; that swirled with blue curves, like waves in the ocean. We were not afraid to wear the clothes of our
i o §r friends who had passed away, because it was our way of remembering them, of missing them. We had
‘ ;?" some neighbours who chose grilles for their homes that undulated with the shapes of musical notes,
i S and others who hung up strings of lights shaped like flowers. We handed out sweets to children every

afternoon, when they came to this playground. We loved the colours of the fresh fruit at the market,
and we gathered in this pavilion to celebrate and to mourn. This is what it was like. Now you know.
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