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Understanding the community is essential for each IgnorLAND project. For this Dakota Crescent edition, we
started reaching out to various stakeholders in 2014. Over the last two years, we have continued to engage the
residents and explore the role of the arts in community development.

In March this year, we began a series of workshops with a group of elderly Dakota residents who frequent Tung
Ling Community Services. Due to redevelopment, most of them will be moving out of their current HDB rental
flats and into new ones at Cassia Crescent this year. They told us about the cherished items they want to bring to
their new homes, and the things they will have to leave behind. From them, we learned about the rhythms of daily
life at Dakota, and their hopes and anxieties about impending change.

We also conducted workshops with children. Some of them were Dakota residents, while others were first-time
visitors to this estate. We asked them to share their impressions of the neighbourhood, and observed how

they played in its public spaces. Then, we asked them to think about how they would like to contribute to its
development. From these children, we learned to look at Dakota with fresh eyes, and imagine possibilities

for the future.

This production has been shaped by all these perspectives, and by our research about the history and evolution of
Dakota Crescent. We would like to thank all the participants who have so generously shared their memories and
dreams with us and everyone who loves this island we live on.
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IgnorLAND is a site-specific series that excavates lost and neglected

memories about spaces and places with stories to tell.
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OPEN ONLY WHEN YOU" HEAR
THE TOK-TO0K MAN
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If you were only allowed to retain two memories about a
home you can never return to, what would you choose
to remember?

« Choose 1 of the 2 options listed below.

* Tear your chosen tab to reveal your next stations, and make your way there

with the help of the Site Map.
= « You must experience both
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CONTEMPLATION POD

In the following quiz, discover how Singapore has made room for the valuable traces of our history. Scratch the circles to reveal the
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answers. Don't forget to soak up the atmosphere.
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« Next, collect a card from the table. This will be your space, so get ready to make your mark.
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This venue, nicknamed the “People’s Theatre”,
was demolished in 1986 to build an express-
way. A miniature version comissioned for the
2013 Singapore Biennale can be found between

Tank Road and Clemenceau Ave.
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Plans for a new highway have already trans-

formed significant portions of this cemetery

where many of Singapore’s pioneers are buried.

But its cast-iron gates have been refurbished

for installation at a new access road.
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This building was demolished in 2005 to make

way for a tunnel. Some of its bricks were
salvaged to build a commemorative wall, which
you can visit in the basement of the current
National Library. It's located in a rather

obscure corner, so be prepared to search.

XNEAPHERNGEaER EHARBA AN
I o B R0 3 M T R 2 Y RS L i LA
B0 380 0 3 ) B U A DR o At AT AR ER L LA
b {30 265 7 £ R 28 B

These four mixed-use blocks painted in
cheerful colours were deemed iconic enough to
be depicted on a stamp celebrating Singapore’s
tourism development. They will be demolished

to make way for a new expressway.

« Exit the pod, and take a little time to make a glorious mess.

+ Bring your card to TOMORROWORLD by 9.25PM, and find a place to fit in.
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During WWII, this building was HQ for the
British colonial government, and later housed
the Japanese Broadcasting Department. The Art
Deco facade is the only vestige of the original

building, and it now fronts a mall.
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This Chinatown complex once boasted luxury
apartments, but is now best known for its
infamous cinema. The cinema’s owner hopes to
re-open in another location after the building is

demolished to make way for a new MRT line.
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This angular building housed a cinema and 18
bowling lanes, seriously upping the ‘cool’ factor
of the heartland estate where it was located.
Photographer Darren Soh captured the site for

a book before it was demolished in 2013.
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The resourceful peddlars of this longstanding
flea market have been artfully dodging
eradication since the 1970s. But its site is
needed for a new MRT station, and relocation

requests have so far been unsucessful.
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Once considered the grandest cinema in
Southeast Asia, this venue suffered a decline in
the 1990s. It re-opened in 2015 after meticu-
lous restoration, and is now part of a luxury

development that includes a mall and a hotel.
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This defunct train station has been gazetted as
a National Monument and will eventually
house a new MRT station. The railway line it
used to service will be redeveloped as a ‘green

corridor’ with recreational community spaces.
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Playgrounds were invented because playing was seen as a fundamental need. Do you still

remember how to play?

Find your niche by matching the unit number on your card to the block numbers at this station.
Explore the spaces and buildings created by children who have played in Dakota Crescent.

« Next, scratch the diamond-shaped island to reveal the Magic Question. Answer it by drawing out your imagination.
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EVERY ENDING IS A
NEW BEGINNING:

OPEN WHEN YOU ARE
READY FOR CLOSURE
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gs created by children who have played

iped island to reveal the Magic Questic The neighbourhood had been slipping into a gentle decline for a long MREZHFME, RTHERKRESHFBRTGET, BHEL8EREm
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Somewhere along the way, the residents and the visitors got to know
one another better. They began to realise that their individual affinities
for the neighbourhood actually overlapped, and this changed the way
they thought about its fate. They started to exercise their imaginations.
They tried to convince others that intangible connections are catalyzed
by tangible spaces, that the histories of the unexalted anchor these
intangibilities just as much as grand monetized edifices. They were not
resistant to change, but they were all very tired of living on a blank
slate, And together, they started to write the island’s next chapter.
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Drama Box creates theatre that inspires dialogue, reflection and change. By shining a spotlight on
marginalised narratives and making space for the communal contemplation of complex issues, we
seek to tell stories that provoke a deeper understanding of Singapore’s culture, history and identity.

Drama Box is a recipient of the National Arts Council's Major Grant 2014 - 2017. Drama Box is a
member of the Singapore Chinese Language Theatre Alliance.
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www.facebook.com/goli.moving.theatre
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Co-conceptualised with  Willam Tan and Ting Ting Zhang
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GoLi — The Moving Theatre features inflatable structures that expand the technical and aesthetic
possibilities for community theatre. By making culture just as visible and tangible

as the commercialism of a shopping mall, it stakes a claim for the relevance of the arts

in the heartlands.

Donate a minimum of $10 and get FREE limited edition GoLi tea!




