Chap Lau Radio Play Episode Synopsis English, Chinese

Synopsis

Chap Lau is a radio play that is a sequel to Kampong Chempedak (Silver Arts Festival 2016,
World Gold Theatre Japan 2018, George Town Festival 2019). It follows the stories of some
of the residents of the kampong to see how they are affected by resettlement and how they
adjust to city living.

This play also looks at the socioeconomic problems in the ‘60s like earning a living, housing
and fitting in to society. It also features common social groupings like tontines and night
classes.

Each episode is between 10-15 minutes long. There will be 10 episodes that will be
presented in 2 versions, English and Mandarin.

Presented by: The Glowers Drama Group

Founder of the Glowers: Catherine Sng

Writer: Peggy Ferroa

Director: Liow Shi Suen

Music: Julian Wong

Audio Engineers: Kai Loh, Dawson Lim

https://youtu.be/ LsJEbn2Ecg (all English episodes)
https://youtu.be/ZR93v-WUlbg (English trailer)

Episode 1
Our story starts with three hawkers in the housing estate who seemed to know all the

residents in the blocks of flats called chap lau. As they sell their food, they come across
residents such as Kek Ai Sim, who moved in Kampong Chempedak, a visitor in awe of the
new estate, a dancing girl and a young girl who claims to visiting someone but avoiding
people.

Characters: Narrator, Bak Chang Soh, Soon Kueh lJie, Tok Tok Mee boy, Visitor, Kek Ai Sim,
Trishaw Rider, Lena.

Episode 2
Kek Ai Sim’s invites her old neighbours from Kampong Chempedak for celebrate Zhong Qiu

Jie (mid-autumn festival). Her niece, Ah Mui suggests they start a tontine with her as the
head.

Characters: Narrator, Kek Ai Sim, Mui, Cai, Judy, Lena, Soon Kueh, Ah Di, Egg Aunty, voices
of children in the playground

Episode 3

In the ‘60s, community centres in Singapore were social places where residents gathered to
meet, find simple forms of entertainment or pick up courses. In this episode, we listen to
how Ah Di meets Lena in a Malay class.
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Characters: Narrator, Malay teacher Chikgu, Ah Di, Lena, 3-8 adult students, Soon Kueh

Episode 4

In order to find more people to join her tontine group, Ah Mui goes to Ah Wong, a night
club owner. Ah Wong not only joins the tontine, but encourages his dancing girls to do so.
Wong also suggests that Ah Mui starts a tontine with a larger subscription amount so that
she, as the head, will earn more in commission. Interestingly, we also find out that Lena is
starting work at the night club.

Characters: Narrator, Ah Mui, Rita, Ah Wong, Lena, Dancing Girls

Episode 5

Its tontine bidding day, Mui has invited herself as well as some subscribers, over to Kek Ai
Sim’s house. Mui convinces Kek Ai Sim to take over the last few collections for her as she is
going back to work in the factory. We also find out that Lena is staying illegally with Judy.
Characters: Narrator, Mui, Kek Ai Sim, Judy, Cai, Bak Chang, Soon Kueh, Lena, Ah Di

Episode 6
We find out that Lena works at a nightclub as a cleaner but has a side line as a seamstress.

Her best customers are at the dance club. Lena asks to rent a small space at the club for her
sewing. Ah Wong’s business is not doing well. He wants to close down his club but decides
to provide family entertainment instead.

Characters: Narrator, Lena, Rita, Ah Wong, Dancing Girls, Delivery Man, TokTok Di

Episode 7
Its tontine bidding day and Rita and Wong come to Kek Ai Sim’s house. Wong is the only

bidder and tells Kek Ai Sim that he needs his money the next day to pay for stocks. Kek Ai
Sim is worried that Ah Di can come home any time and the group disperses. Ah Di walks in
to see his mother holding a lot of money. Worried for her safety, he takes it away and puts
it in the bank.

Characters: Narrator, Bak Chang Soh, Soon Kueh lJie, , Judy, Kek Ai Sim, Ah Cai, Mui, Wong,
Rita, Ah Di

Episode 8
It's the last day of Malay class, Tok Tok Di has been stalking Lena and tells everyone that

Lena is his girlfriend. Lena recognises his voice as someone who started the fire in the
nightclub. The commotion causes Lena to run away. Ah Di follows her and discovers that
Lena is staying illegally with Aunty Judy.

Characters: Narrator, Chikgu, Ah Di, Lena, Tok Tok Di, adult students, people at the
community centre

Episode 9
Kek Ai Sim’s kampong friends find out that Ah Di has put all the tontine subscribers money

in the bank. Kek Ai Sim is at her wits end as she does not have any money to pay Ah Wong.
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Her kampong neighbours pool their money to help her. We also find out that Tok Tok Di
has been arrested for gang activities.

Characters: Narrator, Kek Ai Sim, Judy, Ah Cai, Bak Chang Soh, Soon Kueh Jie, Kway Teow
Chek

Episode 10
Wong disappears and owes his staff 2 months’ salary. Mui panics because it’s the last bid

and all 8 subscribers at the night club cannot pay her. Mui asks her kampong friends for help
but they are unable to. Lena moves out with the help of Ah Di. Ah Di offers to see her home
from the CC every week when she has class.

Characters: Narrator, Rita, Lulu, Mimi, Mui, Kek Ai Sim, Cai, Egg Aunty, Judy, Lena, Ah Di, Bak
Chang Sor, Lena’s Mother, Lena’s Brother
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